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Thirty five senryu (Witty Japanese Verses of the shortest type)

self-selected by Maeda Jakuro Translated by R.H. Blyth

EIRD  EEO OFC

Tarachine

FESCS

va negaeri no te ni ko o saguru
The mother
As she turns over in bed,
She feels for the child,
BHEE EREZE BUOHIR
Okidokel hashiradokei o otkosu ki
The table-clock
Is trying to catch up with
The wall-

mAIC BED BRZEFHLND

Byfiain ni yonaga no hiza o tayorareru

clock,

Relying on the other’s iap,
The sick person
Through the long night,
hEon BPHRIC BRORE
Koregiri no shomotsu makura ni yoru no kisha
The only book he has
Is his pillow:
The night train,
FOF4HE RIHEBE £HO
Kono tegami Maeda jakurd sama to ari
A letter from my child,
It says,
"Mr.

Jakurd' Maeda,

B> BREE XICHD
Musume mé otoko kusasa o chichi ni shiri
The daughter
Already knows a man’s smell

By her father,

SBOBED HICBED FEBET
Kyd no hi no tame ni otoko no ko o sodate
Bringing up the boy
To feel every day

Is a special day,

EMES MERERS BEE
Haruka naru kind o omou yakiba michi
The way bacx from the crematorium:
Thinking of yesterday,

How far away it is/

—&EZ —MEOEBL RIEEH

Isshd o hitoma tarinal iye ni sumi
All his life
Living in a house

One room too ft‘.\\'.

ERO LECRO FRHEU
Yensoku no mivage ni chichi no ¥ “n wa nashi
Souvenirs of the excursion,

None

TFor father,
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